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July 30, 2026 
 
 
Dear Conservation Authority CAOs, General Managers, Board Chairs, Mayors and Heads of 

Council: 

I am writing to announce the members of the transition committees that will support the 

implementation of regional conservation authority consolidation. 

As you may recall, transition committees will provide advice and operational expertise to support 

transition activities, including the development of transition plans for each new regional 

conservation authority. 

Committee membership includes the current CAO or General Manager and one board member 

from each existing conservation authority participating in a regional consolidation. 

Each committee will be chaired by a dedicated project executive who will oversee transition 

activities and provide continuity by serving as the first Chief Administrative Officer of the new 

regional conservation authority for up to two years. Project executives were recently appointed. 

Following a brief orientation period, project executives will convene their transition committees 

and begin transition planning activities in the coming weeks. 

Please find below the membership of the transition committees for each of the eight new 

regional conservation authorities. 

Thank you for your continued leadership and partnership as we work together to establish 

strong, effective regional conservation authorities. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Hassaan Basit 
CEO 
Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Regional Conservation Authority Transition Committee Members 

Central Lake Ontario 
 
Project Executive:  Robert Baldwin 

Dave Barton, Toronto and Region 
Conservation  
John MacKenzie, Toronto and Region 
Conservation 
Bob Chapman, Central Lake Ontario 
Conservation Authority 
Chris Darling, Central Lake Ontario 
Conservation Authority 

Eastern Lake Ontario 
 
Project Executive:  Alison McDonald 

Brad McNevin, Quinte Conservation 
Kathryn Brown, Quinte Conservation 
Rhonda Bateman, Lower Trent Conservation 
Authority 
Sherry Hamilton, Lower Trent Conservation 
Authority  
Linda Laliberte, Ganaraska Region 
Conservation Authority 
Vicki Mink, Ganaraska Region Conservation 
Authority 
Mark Majchrowski, Kawartha Conservation 
Authority 
Pat Warren, Acting, Kawartha Conservation 
Authority 
David Ellingwood, Cataraqui Conservation 
Authority 
Paul Proderick, Cataraqui Conservation 
Authority 
Janette Loveys Smith, Otonabee Region, 
Crowe Valley Conservation Authority 
Conservation Authority, Crowe Valley 
Conservation Authority 
Michael Metcalf, Otonabee Region 
Conservation Authority, Crowe Valley 
Conservation Authority 

Western Lake Ontario 
 
Project Executive:  Jacqueline Johnson 

Lisa Burnside, Hamilton Conservation 
Authority 
Brad Clark, Hamilton Conservation Authority  
Leilani Lee-Yates, Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority 
Robert Foster, Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority 
Chandra Sharma, Conservation Halton 
Gerry Smallegange, Conservation Halton 
Terri LeRoux, Credit Valley Conservation 
Authority 
Michael Palleschi, Credit Valley Conservation 
Authority 

Lake Huron 
 

Jonathan Scott, Nottawasaga Valley 
Conservation Authority 



 

 

Project Executive:  Don Goodyear Jennifer Vincent, Nottawasaga Valley 
Conservation Authority 
Raymond Chartrand, Ausable Bayfield 
Conservation Authority 
Nathan Schoelier, Ausable Bayfield 
Conservation Authority 
Erik Downing, Saugeen Valley Conservation 
Authority 
Tom Hutchinson, Saugeen Valley 
Conservation Authority 
Phil Beard, Maitland Valley Conservation 
Authority 
Ed McGugan, Maitland Valley Conservation 
Authority 
Mark Critch, Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority 
Clare Riepma, Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority 
Tim Lanthier, Grey Sauble Conservation 
Authority 
Jennifer Shaw, Grey Sauble Conservation 
Authority 

St. Lawrence River  
 
Project Executive:  Sommer Casgrain-
Robertson 

Sally McIntyre, Mississippi Valley 
Conservation Authority 
Roy Huet, Mississippi Valley Conservation 
Authority  
Glen McDonald, Rideau Valley Conservation 
Authority 
Gary Waterfield, Rideau Valley Conservation 
Authority 
Lisa Van de Ligit, Raisin Region 
Conservation Authority 
Andrew Guindon, Raisin Region 
Conservation Authority 
Carl Bickerdike, South Nation River 
Conservation Authority 
Isabelle Skalski, South Nation River 
Conservation Authority 

Eastern Lake Erie 
 
Project Executive:  Samantha Lawson 

Judy Maxwell, Long Point Region 
Conservation Authority 
Doug Brunton, Long Point Region 
Conservation Authority 
Elizabeth VanHooren, Kettle Creek 
Conservation Authority 
Sharron McMillan, Kettle Creek Conservation 
Authority 
John Challinor II, Grand River Conservation 
Authority 
Karen Armstrong, Grand River Conservation 
Authority 



 

 

Dusty Underhill, Catfish Creek Conservation 
Authority 
Morgaine Griffin, Catfish Creek Conservation 
Authority 

Western Lake Erie 
 
Project Executive:  Davin Heinbuck 

Tim Byrne, Essex Region Conservation 
Authority 
Molly Allaire, Essex Region Conservation 
Authority 
Tracy Annett, Upper Thames Conservation 
Authority 
Brian Petrie, Upper Thames Conservation 
Authority 
Mark Peacock, Lower Thames Conservation 
Authority 
Sarah Bod, Lower Thames Conservation 
Authority 
Ken Philllips, St Clair Region Conservation 
Authority 
Greg Grimes, St Clair Region Conservation 
Authority 

Northeastern 
 
Project Executive:  Tim Commisso 

Mark Signoretti, Nickel District Conservation 
Authority 
Carl Jorgensen, Nickel District Conservation 
Authority 
Liza Vandermer, North Bay-Mattawa 
Conservation Authority  
Lana Mitchelle, North Bay-Mattawa 
Conservation Authority  
Corrina Barrett, Sault Ste. Marie 
Conservation Authority  
Sandra Hollingsworth, Sault Ste. Marie 
Conservation Authority  
David Vallier, Mattagami Region 
Conservation Authority 
Andrew Marks, Mattagami Region 
Conservation Authority 

 


